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Working with partners to restore 
and maintain fish, mussels and other 
aquatic resources at self-sustaining 
levels for the benefit of the American 
public.  Our seven priority areas include 
Partnerships and Accountability, 
Aquatic Species Conservation and 
Management, Public Use, Cooperation 
with Native Americans, Leadership 
in Science and Technology, Aquatic 
Habitat Conservation and Management 
and Workforce Management.

Hatchery Mission

Hatchery Information
Established in 1900 to produce fish 
for the American Public, WSSNFH 
became part of the National Broodstock 
Program in 1976.  Since then we have 
shipped millions of disease-free rainbow 
trout eggs to hatcheries across the 
country.  In 1995, the hatchery added

a new program, freshwater mussel 
conservation. Today, we provide shelter 
for mussels threatened by pollution 
and raise baby mussels to improve wild 
populations.

Hatchery Tours
Tours are available free to the public 
M- F, 8AM to 3 PM.  Call (304) 536-1361 
one week in advance to schedule a tour.

For more information:

Fun Fish Facts
A History of Fishing
Jay Johnson caught his first fish at the 
White Sulphur Springs NFH Fishing 
Derby in 2008 but humans have been 
catching and eating fish for a very long 
time.  The oldest known painting of 
a fisherman using a rod comes from 
ancient Egypt and dates back to 2000 
B.C. (over 4,000 years ago).   In the 4th 
century B.C., Chinese fishermen used 
bamboo rods, silk fishing line, hooks 
made from needles, and cooked rice for 
bait.  In the 2nd and 3rd centuries A.D., 
Roman historians wrote about 
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Hatchery Historical Facts
On June 13th, 1963, the White 
Sulphur Springs Star reported that 
approximately 100,000 brook and 
rainbow trout at the White Sulphur 
Springs National Fish Hatchery were 
destroyed when one or more vandals 
shut off the fresh water to the ponds.  
According to Chester Ambrose, 
hatchery manager at the time, the 
Centennial trout that were used as a 
special attraction for visitors were also 
killed.  The incident killed 85% of the 
hatchery’s fish supply. 

Macedonian trout anglers using artificial flies and gave descriptions of how each 
fly was made.  The rod was only a few feet long until the 4th century A.D. when 
the earliest references to longer, jointed rods begin to appear.  References to 
fishing can also be found in ancient Greek, Assyrian, Roman, and Jewish writings.  

Enjoy coloring 
this artistic 

depiction of a 
Macedonian 
fisherman 

catching a trout.   

Color the 
Fishermen

To receive this bi-monthly newsletter 
via e-mail send your request to: 
matthew_patterson@fws.gov.


